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id. The Kulturbund zur demokratiachen ieneucrung Deuteshlands (Culture), : 
Agsociation for the Democratic Renaanence of Germany} ig an SED , : 


front organization for the propagandising of intelleetuals in the 
Russian Zone of Cermany. The preeident of the Eulturbund is the 
post, dohannes Becher, who helped found it in Berlin in duly 1945. 
Becher, 4 veteran Communist, sat out the years of Nasi hegenony 
in the Seviet Union. 


2. Officials of the Kulturbund affirm on ali. possible cecasiong that 
their organization is men-pactisan and has ne polities] affiliatious. 
It is doubtful, however, that the Kulturbund could iong exist without 
enormous subsidies from elther the Bussiane or the SED. Monthly dues 
amount to about one A per persen, but even allowing for a few larger 
contributions from affluent members, this legitimate income would still ‘ 
not cover the mere administrative expenses of the Kulturband. The Land 
heads of this organization, for instance, reesive 1,500 RM per month, 
while their deputies earn from 1,000 to 1,200 RE. The chiefs of the 
various sections of the Rulturbund in each Land aleo receive respectable 
salaries. The upkeep of the "Houses of Gultupe® which have been established b 
in the Russian Zone also amounts to a considerable drain on the treasury. t 
Reports from Meckienburg-Vornommern state that the Land govarnuient' i 


finance division provides the Xelturband with fande ranging into the 
hundreds oi theusands of RE. 


3« The Communistic nature of the Kulturbund con be Geduced not only from the 
background of its officials or from the overwnelwing majority of SED 


members in its general ranks, but slso trom the type of propaganda which b 
ia printed in its publications. Demskratische Erneyerme, the Kulturbund's E 
iecxlenburg-Vorpomnern journel, recently published an articls by the Rugsien= E 


trained Communist writer, YELLS Bredel, entitled ‘Non-partisan, bub act 
without Political Cpientation” (Uberparteilich—-aber nicht richtungeles), 
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which contained pure SH) propapends, 


This document 3i1tains information affecting the 
national defense of the’ United States within the 


en a 


meaning of the Espionage Act, 50, U.S.C. 31 and 32 | 
as amended, Its transmission or the revelation of i 
its contents in any menner to an unauthorized person 
is, prohibited by lew. ee ee ; ; 
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